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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

To all our members, I hope you had a very enjoyable Christmas with family and friends and I wish 

you all a very healthy and prosperous New Year. 

The Castellorizian Association of WA held its AGM in October 2020 and it was a successful AGM with close 

to 100 members in attendance.  All matters that were on the agenda at the AGM were discussed. The President’s 

Award for 2019/2020 was presented to Steven (Savas) Filmer for his excellent contribution to the Association 

over the last 3 years as Treasurer and Chairman of the Renovations Committee. At the conclusion of our AGM an afternoon tea was 

held in honour of the late Bartley Kakulas for his services to the Association over many years. 

I would like to announce the new committee for 20/21 is as follows and congratulate all the committee members on their nominations. 

Jim Manifis President Michael Kakulas Chairman Renovations 

Helen Anastasas Vice President Con Magriplis Committee Member 

Margaret-Anne Manifis-Quinn Secretary Prokopi Koutlis Committee Member 

Steve (Sava) Filmer Treasurer John Kotzas Committee Member 

Anita Verne Megisti Messenger Tony Kostarelas Committee Member 

Voula (Paraskevi) Terzoudi Booking Manager   
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank George Koutlis for his contribution to our Association for the year 2020, especially for his 

services in relation to Health and Safety regulations.  I would also like to welcome Michael Kakulas and Tony Kostarelas as first-time 

members on our Committee and also Christina Kyros, a long-time supporter of the Association, who was named a Trustee. 

There have been a number of upgrades to our premises over the last 12 months and I invite all members to attend our functions so they 

can see the hard work of the committee, in achieving these changes. 

In December we held our Christmas function, which was very successful with great food and entertainment and I’m sure all those who 

attended had an enjoyable night.  Due to the Corona Virus we were restricted to the number of members we could have in attendance.  

I would like to thank all donors for our raffle prizes, especially Theo Kailis from Kailis Bros. Leederville and Anthony and Andrew 

from Siena’s Restaurant for their generous donations. 

I would like to congratulate Basil Zempilas on becoming Lord Mayor of Perth, and the Castellorizian Association wishes him every 

success in his new role. 

On behalf of the committee and the members of the Castellorizian Association of WA I would like to wish Bishop Elpidios a Happy 

50th Birthday for the 26th of January 2021.  The Association was to host a celebration for his Bishop but unfortunately, he is in NSW 

and has no set date for his return. 

Breaking News: We recently applied for a grant from the Office of Multicultural Interests and we’re pleased to announce that we have 

received funds towards renovation works, including a new roof, solar panels, an access ramp and an extension to the current storage 

room, which will become a Community Activity Room. 

Looking forward to a very successful New Year. 

Jim Manifis 
President 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefactors of Castellorizo, Loukas and Anastasia 

Santrape, were remembered on the 18th October.  

 

President’s Award 
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A New Mayor for Perth 
   Compiled by Anita Verne 

   
 

          

 

         

  

There was much excitement amongst Castellorizians on 

19th October 2020 when the Honourable Kim Beazley AC, 

Governor of Western Australia, officiated at the swearing 

in of Basil Zempilas as the 18th Lord Mayor, along with 

eight elected members, in a ceremony at Government 

House.1 It is the first council to be installed since its 

suspension in March 2018 due to the inquiry into the City 

of Perth. The length of the term of office for Councilors is 

usually a fixed four years, however due to the disruption, 

the next election for mayor will be on 21 October 2023. 2 

During his campaign Basil spoke about his and his 

family’s long connection with the city: 

“My grandfathers both had businesses on Barrack Street. 

My mum’s dad had the Olympia Café and my dad’s dad 

had a shop at the town hall just across the road, and that 

started a long association of the Zempilas family with the 

city of Perth.” 3 

The City of Perth has a leadership role as the capital city 

authority of Western Australia to ensure it continues to 

develop and flourish without compromising future 

generations. This includes a central role in tourism, 

business and economic development along with the ability  

to form partnerships with State and Federal Government 

and the private sector to meet the future needs of the 

city.4  

We congratulate Basil and wish him every success in this 

important role, as he follows in the footsteps of another 

Perth Lord Mayor of Castellorizian descent, Mick 

Michael, who, as the city’s 13th mayor, held office 

between 1982 and 1988. 5 

References 

1. The National Tribune 19 Oct 2020, Retrieved by Anita Verne on 
20 Jan 2021 from https://www.nationaltribune.com.au/newly-

elected-lord-mayor-and-council-sworn-in-at-government-house/ 

2. Wikipedia, City of Perth 2018-2020. Retrieved by Anita Verne on 

23 Jan 2021 from 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Perth_2018  

3. Hellenic Community of Western Australia, My Heart Beats True 

for Greece and Perth, Retrieved by Anita Verne on 20 Jan 2021 

from https://www.hcwa.org/en/news-and-events/337-my-heart-
beats-true-for-greece-and-perth 

4. City of Perth, Responsibilities. Retrieved by Anita Verne on 23 Jan 

2021 from https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/council/about-

council/history-of-the-council   

5. Retrieved by Anita Verne on 23 Jan 2021 from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Mayors_and_Lord_Mayors_

of_Perth     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MSWA Presidents of Greek Descent  

In November 2020, CAWA member, Ros Harman (nee Verne), was named the President of the Board of 

Directors of the very successful MSWA (Multiple Sclerosis Society of Western Australia). She follows George 

Pampacos, son of members Barbara and Michael. Ros Harman is the first woman living with MS to fill the role of 

President and has a long history of 32 years with MSWA, including 16 years on the Board.  

MSWA thanked Mr Pampacos for ten years of service to MSWA, including six years as President, seeing MSWA 

through a period of growth and stability. “MSWA provides vital support and services to people living with 

neurological conditions in Western Australia. This includes people living with multiple sclerosis (MS), stroke, 

Parkinson’s disease, Huntington’s disease, motor neurone disease, and acquired brain injury, to name a few.” It 

also provides funding for essential research into neurological conditions.   
Reference: https://mswa.org.au/leadership-update  

 

 

 

Basil with his uncle, Con Zempilas; parents Tony and Jessie; and 

sister Diane and brother-in-law Kevin Kounis. 
Basil with wife Amy 

https://www.nationaltribune.com.au/newly-elected-lord-mayor-and-council-sworn-in-at-government-house/
https://www.nationaltribune.com.au/newly-elected-lord-mayor-and-council-sworn-in-at-government-house/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Perth_2018
https://www.hcwa.org/en/news-and-events/337-my-heart-beats-true-for-greece-and-perth
https://www.hcwa.org/en/news-and-events/337-my-heart-beats-true-for-greece-and-perth
https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/council/about-council/history-of-the-council
https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/council/about-council/history-of-the-council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Mayors_and_Lord_Mayors_of_Perth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Mayors_and_Lord_Mayors_of_Perth
https://mswa.org.au/leadership-update
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VALE 
Deepest sympathy to the family and friends of: 
 

➢ Spiro M. MALLIS 5th Sep 2020 

➢ Margaret (nee Elward) MARAZIS 5th Oct 2020 

➢ Betty C. ZIMBULIS 28th Oct 2020 

➢ Mary (nee Katavatis) PITSIKAS 25th Oct 2020 

➢ Carla CRESSWELL 10th Dec 2020 

➢ Peter G. KANAKIS 19th Dec 2020 

➢ Agapitos (Herb) KYRIAKOS (Vic.) 5th Jan ‘21 

➢ Stephen KIKIROS 5th Jan 2021 

➢ Stuart M. J. KOUNIS 7th Jan 2021 

40th BIRTHDAY 
NICHOLLS Christine - Tony & Yvonne Nicholls’ 

daughter, Christine, celebrated her 40th birthday on 

Wednesday 30th December 2020 at Castellorizian House. 

With some family and close friends, everyone enjoyed 

themselves and Christine had a very memorable night with 

her ‘Pink & Bling’ theme. 

 

BIRTHS 
 

KAKULAS: Theo Peter and Loula Kakulas are enjoying a 

new grandson named Theofilo Peter Kakulas, born on 15 

December 2020, to parents Peter Theo and Angelica Kakulas. 

 

MCEVOY: Congratulation to Leah (nee Barbouttis) and 

Anthony McEvoy on the arrival of Zoe Anne on 12 January 

2021.  A little sister for Leo and a second grandchild to Peter 

and Jan Barbouttis. 

We welcome social news. Please email a photo and 

your desired text to the editor anita@halmac.com.au 

(M 0707 922 783) or to one of the committee members 

- Anita Verne 

CHRISTENINGS 
 

 
 

The Christening of Nicholas Barry Nazario Di Pietro and 

the Chrismation of his father Nicola Giuseppe Di Pietro by 

Fr. Terry, honouring Godparents, Greg and Stacey Doucas, 

occurred on 27th December 2020. 

70th BIRTHDAYS 
What a great year 1950 was. Congratulations! 

❖ KEANE Nina – 9th September  

❖ NICHOLAS Kay – 13th November 

❖ ANASTASAS Helen – 7th October 
 

Helen Anastasas celebrated her 70th birthday with a 

family weekend at the Ritz-Carlton. 
 

 

 

DRIMATIS Chris: Irene Drimatis and family would 

like to thank all the people who sent cards, made phone 

calls and donated to the Castellorizian Association in 

memory of her dear husband, Chis. Also to those who 

were in attendance at Chris’s funeral. Your kindness is 

greatly appreciated. 
 

ENGAGEMENT CONGRATULATIONS 
To Christina Palioudakis, who enjoyed her engagement party 

with fiancé Brendon Beahan at Castellorizian House on 

Sunday 13th December 2020 along with family and friends. 

mailto:anita@halmac.com.au
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95th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

 

Congratulations to Sef LAZARAKIS on her 95th 

birthday celebrated on 12th November at Triggs 

Beach. Your family is very proud of you and lovingly 

wish you good health and lots of happiness always. 

90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Petrelis Family - September 2020 

Stella KAZAZIS cutting the cake below, with her brothers and sisters. 

Mother of Christine, Nellie, Anthony, and Christos; Yiayia to nine 

wonderful grandchildren; Great Yiayia to eleven delightful great 

grandchildren. Congratulations, Stella! 

 

99th BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

The family of  

Michael Malaxos TSOLAKIS  

enjoyed a special evening with him at Kailis 

Leederville on the 22nd October 2020, 

celebrating his 99th birthday. 

 

Congratulations, Michael! 
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80th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

 

Con Tringas celebrated his 80th birthday on 

22 October 2020 with his family at a lunch in 

the Swan Valley. 

Con has been a stalwart of the Community for 

decades; in the church as well as in the sporting 

field as captain and coach of the Hellenic 

Cricket Club (where he ruled with an iron fist) 

while raising Kingsley and Michael, with 

Marilyn. 

He is to be congratulated on this milestone 

and is deserving of the enjoyment it brings as 

he reflects on his business, sporting, 

community and most importantly his family 

achievements. 

Everyone enjoys getting together! Some people have “The Men’s Shed” but we have the  
 

Men’s 
 

 
Come along! 

 

Usually, the second Friday of the month, but this month it is: 
 

Friday 19th February 2021 
 

From 5.30 for 6.00pm start 

Please notify Jim Manifis (M: 0433 165 601) by the Wed. prior. 
 

Cazzie Kouvenda 
 

We invite everyone to come along to Cazzie House for a coffee and a chat the last Saturday of each month - bring 

your children for a family morning. Pay your membership, buy books, taste some Greek sweets…and more…  

      You’re invited! Bring your friends.   
 

10am – 1pm ……………..Saturday 27th February;  27th March;   24th April 

THE HELLENIC SPORTSBAR 
Get your past team together for a great reunion at the GLENDI – Kickoff Saturday 27th Feb 3.30pm. 

Visit www.perthglendi.com.au for information and updates 

http://www.perthglendi.com.au/
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From the Birth of Independence (1821) to 

Castellorizian Independence (1947) 
 

A Panhellenic Celebration of the Bicentenary of Greek Independence 
 

Greece, as it is today, did not gain independence of all its territory at the same time – it happened area by area, over a period of more 

than a century. As our contribution to the Bicentenary Celebration this year, we propose to bring you a series of four articles, tracing 

Greece’s gradual gain of territory, to eventually form the current modern nation state. Each article will be by a different author with 

their own interpretation of that period.  

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks the Consul of Greece, Mrs Gina Karasiotou, for her contribution to this edition of Megisti 

Messenger, being the first of the four articles presented. (Editor Anita Verne) 
 

 

Introduction 

By Gina Karasiotou  (Consul of Greece in Perth) 
 

2021 marks the 200th Anniversary of the Greek 

Revolution that led to the establishment of the modern 

Greek State. Even -or especially!- during these 

extraordinary times of a pandemic that is testing our 

personal resilience and that of our systems and our 

societies, such anniversaries give us the opportunity to 

reflect on our collective identity: where we are right now, 

how we came here, what we have achieved so far and 

where we are heading.  

Modern Greece has a rich and colourful history. There are 

moments that we can be proud of, as there are also some 

darker pages; we should identify them, embrace the latter 

ones too rather than trying to forget them and look into 

the future.  

This is the message and the philosophy behind this year’s 

celebrations, as also promoted by the Committee “Greece 

2021” which was formed in Greece for this purpose. The 

Committee is reaching out to Hellenism all around the 

world and encouraging activities in the context of the 

following pillars: 

• The impact of 1821 in Greece and around the world 

• Greece today 200 years after independence 
 

 

• Greeks who left their mark on the world 

• 2021 as a window of opportunity for the future of 

Greece 

Our Diaspora has played an important role in shaping 

Greece throughout its existence and can be traced 

everywhere in those pillars; it is even from the Diaspora 

that the Revolution itself began. The Greeks abroad are 

the ambassadors, the image of Greece in their second 

home-countries. The honest question though is: does our 

Diaspora really know Greece? Do Greeks inside and 

outside Greece really understand each other? For any 

channels that may have been lost or blurred or never been 

established, this year presents a unique opportunity to 

reconnect, to get to know and to comprehend, especially 

for the younger generations. 

This series of articles is therefore a good starting point to 

first of all refresh our knowledge of the past, receive a 

history “crash course”, connect fragmented dots and 

remember how Greece got to where it is now. 

Special thanks to the editor of “Megisti Messenger” for 

this initiative and enjoy reading! 

 

Article 1: A Call to Arms (1821 – 1863) 
 

The Early Years of the Greek Fight for Independence 
 

By Gina Karasiotou  (Consul of Greece in Perth) 

 

It is very hard to fit an eventful four-decade history 

marking the beginning of modern Greece into a couple of 

pages; it is absolutely impossible to do so in a linear way. 

What you will read below are highlights of the 10-year 

Struggle for Independence as well as landmarks in the 

first years of the Independent Greek State, during King 

Otto’s reign, serving as food for thought and further 

research. 

The Beginning of the Uprising 

The roots of the Greek Revolution are to be found in the 

Greek Diaspora of the time. In 1814 a secret society 

“Filiki Etaireia” (the Society of Friends), was founded in 

Odesa, Russia's largest port in the Black Sea, its purpose 

to liberate the Greeks from the Ottoman rule. A secret 

network developed in different parts of the Ottoman 

Empire and preparations for an armed struggle took place.  

In 1820 the Tsar's aide, Alexandros Ypsilantis, a 

descendent from one of the most influential Phanariot 

families, took over the society's leadership. He was the 

one to declare the beginning of the Revolution in late 

February 1821 in the Hegemonies (Dominions) around 

the Danube, by gathering around 2000 fighters in 

Moldova and handing out the revolutionary proclamation 

"Fight for faith and country", asking the Greeks to revolt. 
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The Uprising then spread to parts of the Ottoman Empire 

with Greek populations, mainly in the Peloponnese and 

Central Greece, but also in Macedonia, Crete and some of 

the other islands. The initial plan was for the revolt to start 

on 25th March to coincide with the Orthodox Feast of the 

Annunciation (Evangelismos), but this was discovered by 

the Ottoman authorities, so everything had to be moved 

forward. 

The Armed Struggle: Battles, Victories and Defeats  

The armed Struggle lasted almost a decade and led to the 

establishment of an Independent Greek State in February 

1830. The final borders of the new State across the line 

between the Amvrakikos and Pagasitikos Gulfs (from 

Arta to Volos) were defined in 1932 through the London 

Conference and the subsequent Treaty of 

Constantinople.   

News of the Greeks revolt sparked fierce Ottoman 

reaction. In Constantinople, the Patriarch of the Greek 

Orthodox Church, Gregory V, was publicly hanged on 

Easter Day, despite the fact that he had condemned the 

uprising. Greeks were murdered all around the Empire. 

The Turkish atrocities during the first year of the 

Revolution and also later were devastating.  Of particular 

note was the violent suppression of an uprising on the 

island of Chios in March 1822, known as the massacre of 

Chios, where tens of thousands of Christians were 

captured and slaughtered. This was followed by the 

destruction of the island of Psara in July 1824 where, out 

of the 30,000 inhabitants, 18,000 were killed or captured 

and the exodus of Messolonghi in April 1826, where the 

starved population chose to die rather than surrender after 

a whole year of siege. These are important moments in 

the history of the Revolution, not because the Greeks 

suffered heavy defeats, but mainly because of the horror 

and the sympathy they inspired towards the Greek cause, 

reinforcing the wave of Philhellenism. 

During the first couple of years of the Revolution the 

Greeks managed to gain control of big parts of the 

Peloponnese, Central Greece and the islands, aided by the 

fact that Greek populations significantly outnumbered the 

Turkish ones in those areas. The battle of the Gravia Inn 

(in Central Greece) in May 1821 under the leadership of 

Odysseas Androutsos is considered important, as it 

caused the retreat of the Turkish Army under the 

command of the forceful Omer Vrioni, allowing for the 

establishment of the Revolution in the Peloponnese. The 

fall of Tripolitsa in September 1821, which was the 

administrative centre of the Ottoman Empire in the 

Peloponnese, was subsequently pivotal for the Greeks. 

The destruction of the Turkish forces commanded by 

Ottoman General Dramalis during another famous battle 

at Dervenakia in July 1822 fired the spirit of the 

Revolution, allowing the tactical genius of the most 

prominent figure of the Revolution, General Theodoros 

Kolokotronis, to shine.  

 
 

Reference: Territorial expansion of Greece (1832–1947), based on maps in Clogg, Richard (1979) A Short History of 
Modern Greece, Cambridge University Press, frontispiece and Woodhouse, C. M. (1968) The Story of Modern Greece, 

Faber and Faber, page 174. Retrieved by Anita Verne on 12 October 2020 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Greek_history_from_1832.GIF 
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However, from 1823 and until 1827, the Revolution went 

through a period of decline and the Greeks lost many of 

their territorial gains. This was due, on the one hand, to 

two consecutive civil wars in 1823-1824 and 1824-1825, 

which consumed important human, military and financial 

capital, leading amongst other things to the imprisonment 

of Theodoros Kolokotronis and the execution of the 

capable and popular military commander, Odysseas 

Androutsos. On the other hand, the powerful Egyptian 

Army, under the command of Ibrahim and following a 

request for assistance by the Ottomans, ravaged the 

Peloponnese from 1825.  Athens fell back to the Turks in 

August 1826, while a group of Greeks retreated to the 

Acropolis and surrendered in 1827, after a year of siege.  

After that, the foreign intervention, as well as the efforts 

of the newly elected Governor Ioannis Kapodistrias to 

form a regular army gave a new impetus to the Struggle 

and largely defined its outcome. The last battle took place 

in Petra of Voiotia (Central Greece) in September1829 

under the command of Dimitrios Yspilantis, who thus 

ended a war declared by his brother, Alexandros 

Ypsilantis, when he arrived in Moldova eight and a half 

years earlier. 

The First Political and Administrative Institutions 

 From the first months of the Revolution the Greeks 

sought to create provisional political institutions. The first 

National Assembly was called near Ancient Epidaurus in 

December, during which a Constitution was passed 

adopting the representative system and the separation of 

powers, and took the title "The Provisional Regime of 

Greece". A second National Assembly at Astros in March 

1823 revised the Epidaurus Constitution to include 

broader protection of individual rights. The third National 

Assembly in 1827 set Nafplion as the Capital of the new 

State and elected Ioannis Kapodistrias, a distinguished 

politician and diplomat and former Foreign Minister of 

the Russian Empire, as Governor. Subsequent National 

Assemblies in 1829, under the control of Kapodistrias, 

and in 1832 in response to the arrival of King Otto, 

signified a retreat from the liberal and progressive values 

ambitiously included in the first Constitutions of the 

Revolution. 

Ioannis Kapodistrias, Governor of Greece, 1828-1831 

Kapodistrias arrived in Nafplion in January 1828 to find 

the Greeks in a chaotic condition; divided, bankrupt and 

with low morale in the battlefield. He began a methodic 

effort to forge a modern state, building institutions, 

governance and the economy. One of the first things he 

did was to establish the first Greek Bank on the island of 

Aegina, which had temporarily become the 

administrative centre. At the same time, he issued the first 

national coin, the Phoenix. He promoted education, 

organised local administration and introduced the 

cultivation of potato. He built a unified army corps that 

managed to regain many of the territories lost in the 

previous years, while negotiating with the Great Powers 

the status and the borders of the future independent Greek 

State. The concentration of powers to himself, however, 

displeased traditional clans and influential families that 

played an important political and military role during the 

Struggle, causing a revolt against him. His decision to 

incarcerate Petrobey Mavromichalis, one of the leading 

figures of the Uprising, proved fatal for him, as his 

brother and his son attacked and assassinated him in front 

of the Church in Naflpion, in September 1831. 

The International Reaction and Intervention to the 

Struggle 

It is important to understand the international 

environment in which the Greek Revolution began: On 

the one hand the recent Declaration of Independence by 

the United States of America inspired many nations to 

also seek theirs; on the other hand, following the 

Napoleonic Wars, the Great Powers of Europe wanted to 

suppress any revolutionary movement and safeguard the 

“status quo”. The Greek Revolution was at first 

condemned in the Congress of Laibach (modern 

Ljubljana, Slovenia) in 1821, with its most fervent 

opponent being the Austrian Chancellor Metternich.  

Public opinion did not share the same sentiment, 

however, and a wave of Philhellenism surged throughout 

Europe and the United States of America. Committees 

were formed to finance the Revolution, while numerous 

volunteers, including the renowned poet Lord Byron, 

travelled to Greece to fight with the revolutionaries. The 

London Philhellenic Committee helped Greeks to acquire 

two loans in 1824 and 1825. The Revolution also inspired 

artists like Eugene Delacroix, painter of the famous 

“Massacre of Chios”. 

Gradually, some countries, especially Great Britain, 

Russia and France started nuancing their stance, each one 

according to their (often conflicting) interests with 

regards to the fate of the declining Ottoman Empire. The 

appointment of George Canning as Secretary of Foreign 

Affairs in August 1822 marked the shift in British politics 

in favour of the Greek issue. In March 1823, the British 

government recognised the Greek people as a people 

fighting a war.  

Russia at first limited its intervention to requesting the 

Ottoman Empire respect the Christian populations, but 

with the rise to power of Tsar Nicholas I in December 

1825, talks began between Great Britain and Russia about 

a possible mediation that would lead to an autonomous 

Greek State, with tax subject to the Sultan.  

Soon after, France also joined the efforts and in 1827, 

after the Akropolis surrender, the three Great Powers 

decided to actively get involved in the cessation of 

hostilities, even with the use of force. Due to the non-

cooperative Turkish stance, they developed military 

forces around the areas where the fighting continued; in 

October 1827 an accidental exchange of fire between the 

Egyptians and the British at the Bay of Navarino led to 

the destruction of the Turkish-Egyptian fleet by the naval 

forces of the three Great Powers. The events that 

followed, including a Russo-Turkish war, paved the way 
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for the acceptance on the part of the Ottoman Empire of 

Greece’s Independence. 

The Creation of the Independent Greek State  

In February 1830 an Independent Greek State was 

established as a Kingdom, with the three Great Powers 

acting as its guarantors. In the next couple of years 

discussions continued about the prospective King and 

about the final borders. In 1832, the Greek throne was 

offered to the Bavarian Prince Otto of Wittelsbach and the 

border was defined at the Arta-Volos line, also including 

the Sporades and Cyclades islands. 

Otto, the First King of Greece 

Otto was still underage when he arrived in Greece in 

January 1833 with 3,500 Bavarian Troops and 3 advisors, 

who formed a Regency Council and remained in power 

even after he formally assumed his duties in June 1835. 

He immediately hellenicised his name to “Othon” and 

adopted the Greek national costume, which he still wore 

even after his retirement. 

The Bavarians ruled autocratically and with little respect 

for local customs; at the same time they undertook a 

significant reform effort. They shaped a legal and judicial 

system (1833-1835), withdrew the phoenix and 

introduced the drachma as the State’s coin (1833), 

declared the Greek Church autocephalous (1833), moved 

the capital from Nafplion to Athens (1834), and 

established the University of Athens (1837), the first in 

Greece, in the Balkans and in the wider Mediterranean 

region. Furthermore, through a royal decree in 1838 the 

celebration of the Greek Revolution on 25 March was 

initiated. In 1841 the National Bank of Greece was 

created. 

On 3 September 1843 and, as a result of increasing public 

dissatisfaction, crowds assembled in front of the Palace 

led by veterans of the Revolution, demanding a 

Constitution and a permanent National Assembly. No 

longer protected by Bavarian troops, Otto gave in to the 

demands. The subsequent Constitution of 1844 

introduced universal suffrage (for men) and changed the 

regime from “absolute” to “constitutional” monarchy. In 

a symbolic move, the square in front of the Palace was 

renamed “Constitution Square” (Syntagma Square), 

holding this name until the present. 

Despite the events of 1843, the popularity of King Otto 

and his wife Amalia did not seem to increase amongst the 

Greeks. A failed attempt to join the Crimean War 

alongside Russia against Turkey in 1853, which led to 

Great Britain and France blockading the port of Piraeus, 

together with the fact that the royal couple did not manage 

to have an heir, did not improve his image. In 1862 while 

Otto was visiting the Peloponnese, another coup against 

him was launched and a Provisional Government was 

formed, forcing the Royal Couple to quit the throne and 

return to Bavaria. 

In 1863 the Greek National Assembly elected Prince 

William of Denmark, who took the name George I, as the 

King of the Hellenes. 

 

 

 

What was Happening on Castellorizo During this Period? 

Dr John Yiannakis 

 

While Castellorizo's maritime activities grew during the 

first decades of the 19th century, the outbreak of war 

against the Ottomans saw Castellorizian vessels keenly 

play a part in early naval engagements.  

 

It is believed that for a time during the early stages of the 

war women and children were evacuated to larger nearby 

islands.  

 

For a brief period at the end of the 1820s, the 

Dodecanese, including Castellorizo, were notionally 

included in the new Greek state, but when the London 

Protocol was negotiated in 1830 (and finalised in 1832), 

the islands were not included, rather, Evvia was 

incorporated into Greece instead. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(We will continue with the next period, Article 2, in the next edition of Megisti Messenger) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
The Castellorizian Association of WA Inc 

 

APOKRIES BBQ 2021 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY 7th March  

6:00 pm 
 

Under the Stars at 

CASTELLORIZIAN HOUSE 
160 Anzac Rd, Mt Hawthorn 

 

Includes BBQ, Salads, Drinks 

And the famous Kastellorizian Katoumari 
 

ADULTS - $45 
12 to 17 years - $20 

CHILDREN under 12 - free 
 

Bookings Essential by Tuesday 2nd March 
 

RSVP Jim 0433 165 601, Helen 0421 644 163 or Margaret-Anne 0419 831 

434 
 

Email hanastasas@yahoo.com.au  
 

with names in your group 

 

Please advise any dietary requirements. 

mailto:hanastasas@yahoo.com.au
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE  2022 

 
 

 

 

Kastellorizian Council of Australia (Inc.) 

ABN 15 310 589 4 

Correspondence to:  Secretary, 160 Anzac Road, Mount Hawthorn WA 6016 

Email: kcawaconference@gmail.com 

 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

Dear Member 

KASTELLORIZIAN COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA (INC.) 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE PERTH - 23 JANUARY 2022 TO 26 JANUARY 2022 

The aims of the Kastellorizian Council of Australia (Inc.) (the Council) are to promote 
the heritage of descendants from the Island of Kastellorizo (Greece) in Australia and 
to encourage participation by all States and Territories of Australia in a non-profit 
National Organisation that offers assistance when requested, and where 
appropriate, to each affiliated member organisation. 

Accordingly, the organisation fosters strong and effective communication between 
all member Affiliates and to this end conducts National Conferences which 
disseminate and communicate the Council activities to all interested parties in an 
open, proactive and informative manner. 

National Conferences are conducted by the Council throughout Australia and the 
next such Conference is due to be held in Perth from Sunday, 23 January 2022 to 
Wednesday, 26 January 2022, hosted by the Castellorizian Association of Western 
Australia (Inc.) (the Association). Importantly, Conferences support the aims of the 
Council in promoting and encouraging loyalty and patriotism to the Commonwealth 
of Australia, the obedience of its Laws and respecting its history and traditions. 

The theme (which includes the sub-title) agreed to for the 2022 National Conference 
is as follows:- 

HER ODYSSEY AND BEYOND – A Historical and Current Overview of the Role 
of Women in Kastellorizian Society. 

The objective of the Conference is to inform the participants of the important 
contribution made by Kastellorizian women in shaping the lives and destiny of 
Kastellorizians both while living on the Island and then in the Diaspora as the 
population began to disperse itself around the world. These Conferences are a 
means of inspiring the participants to explore, value and build on their Kastellorizian 
ancestry and heritage on a global scale. 
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The Conference format will consist of high calibre Guest Speakers on various topics, 
discussion groups, workshops and Question & Answer sessions, all associated with 
the above objective and the theme of the Conference. As well, during the course of 
the Conference, several evening social activities are being planned for after the 
daily business sessions.  

It is anticipated that the Conference will be officially opened and blessed by His 
Eminence, Archbishop Makarios, who has also been invited to deliver the Key Note 
address. 

As at previous Conferences, it is anticipated that the 2022 National Conference will 
be well supported with the estimated number of persons attending from all over 
Australia being more than 200. Your support will help the Association provide a 
successful Conference for the participants that will not only hopefully fulfil its 
objective, but also assist in meeting the aims of the Council in promoting the 
heritage of the descendants of the Island of Kastellorizo. 

More details regarding the conduct, format and program for the Conference will be 
communicated to Members at various times during the course of this year. This will 
include information about how Members can provide financial assistance to the 
Association in the form of Donations, Sponsorships and Grants, to be used for the 
preparation and organisation of the Conference. 

In the meantime, if a Member requires any other information, or has any queries 
regarding the Conference, please contact the Secretary, by using the email address 
below: 

                                           kcawaconference@gmail.com 

                                                       

Jim Manifis 

Chairperson, 2022 National Conference Organising Sub-committee 

Vice-President, Kastellorizian Council of Australia (Inc.) 

President, Castellorizian Association of Western Australia (Inc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Due to the uncertainties associated with the Coronavirus 
Pandemic, it may be necessary to follow Government instructions which may 
necessitate or require decisions to be made at short notice that will affect the 
planning and conduct of the Conference. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

2022 National Conference Comes to Perth 

 

Sunday, 23 January to Wednesday, 26 January 2022 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

Kazzie Kouvendas  

Community Connection 
By Stephanie Meagher 

The Kouvendas have proven to be a popular initiative and we are extremely gratified by their success.   The doors of 

Cazzie House are opened on the last Saturday of each month and the coming together of members is welcomed. It is 

wonderful to see parents and grandparents bringing children along as we endeavour to provide a morning of engagement 

across the generations.   We look forward to further developing this tradition throughout 2021.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kayla Bouhlas checking on her herbs 

 at the October Kouvenda 

 

 
Members enjoying the October Kouvenda 

CHRISTMAS KOUVENDA

 
 

Father Christmas arrives in style, helped by Christmas 

Belles, Kirralee Pitsikas and Mia Gelavis 

 

 

 

Tony Kostarelas 

and Arthur 

Mistilis looking 

after books and 

membership at 

the Kouvenda 
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COMMUNITY FOCUS 
 

History Links 
 

One of our objectives in the Cazzie association is to share our 

culture and heritage with the wider community. In this spirit 

we are making connections with our neighbours, the ‘Friends 

of ANZAC Cottage’, to explore our combined past history.  

 

In 1916, the emerging suburb of Mt Hawthorn claimed two 

distinctive houses; each located in Kalgoorlie St, each with a 

remarkable history, and both inextricably linked.  One was 

‘Fairview’ (later to become Castellorizian House) and the 

other was ANZAC Cottage. 

The daughter of the first residents of ANZAC Cottage, 

Marjorie Porter, (pictured) celebrated her 100th birthday on 

the 3rd January with a party at ANZAC Cottage.  It was an 

honour to receive an invitation and to know that the 

connection between the two houses continues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Vincent - Local History Awards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cazzie Entry a Winner 
 

The annual Local History Awards are aimed at encouraging 

‘community participation in recording the history of the City 

of Vincent.’  As Castellorizian House is such an iconic 

landmark in the area, with many locals intrigued by what 

happens in “the big white house on the corner,” we thought it 

was a wonderful opportunity to share the story of our 

Castellorizian community.  To that end, John Yiannakis and 

Stephanie Meagher co-authored an entry (see right). 

They entered the written section – the Geoffrey Bolton Award 

- and to their great delight were awarded a ‘Special Mention,’ 

together with a cheque for $100.  Our treasurer, Steve Filmer, 

was particularly pleased! 

The awards have been running for many years and entries 

offer glimpses of life in Vincent as it has evolved and 

developed over the decades.  The sometimes humorous, often 

poignant but always informative and entertaining memoirs, 

anecdotes, stories, essays and histories are available in hard 

copy at the City of Vincent Local History Centre or online. 

Once you have finished this month’s Megisti Messenger, pour 

yourself another cuppa, hop online and peruse some of the 

wonderful submissions – you won’t be disappointed.  Of 

course, read our entry first at:  

https://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/sear

ch/asset/1141/0 

then enjoy learning more about ‘Life in Vincent’ through the 

variety of offerings at:   

https://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/sear

ch/asset/1263/0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cazzie Photos on Display 
 

 
Some of you saw the Vincent Photo Board 

at the Mezz Shopping Centre. 

Thank you to Stephanie and John for their 

contribution to the Association. 

 

Happy 100th Birthday, Marjorie Porter. 

The Castellorizian Association of 

Western Australia 

A Social History 

 
Connecting Culture and 

Community 

 
‘Life in Vincent' 

https://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/1141/0
https://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/1141/0
https://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/1263/0
https://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/1263/0
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PAST EVENTS 
 

The Parthenon Frieze Comes to Life in WA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

By Anita Verne 

 

Presented by The Castellorizian Association (Culture and Heritage) in 

conjunction with the Zephyros School of Language and Culture 

One week before the opening of the new WA Museum Boola Bardip 

last year, we offered the opportunity to discover something about a long 

kept secret: that Perth held one of the few original casts of a section of 

the Parthenon frieze.  

On Sunday15th November Costa Demetriades and Dr Ourania Croeser 

presented a fascinating talk at Castellorizian House, covering the history 

of the frieze, the significance of the Perth casts and the showcase in the 

Perth museum. This showcase provides an interactive digital animation 

projection created by local artist and filmmaker Sam Price. 

The presentation was thoroughly enjoyed by the 55 people in attendance 

and we had requests to hold more talks during the next year - I hope we 

can bring these to you. 

The following is an article provided by Dr J. Yiannakis, first published 

in the Hellenic Community eNews, Nov 2019. 

(https://www.hcwa.org/en/news-and-events/129-perth-and-the-

parthenon-frieze) 

 

 

https://www.hcwa.org/en/news-and-events/129-perth-and-the-parthenon-frieze
https://www.hcwa.org/en/news-and-events/129-perth-and-the-parthenon-frieze


17 

 

Perth and the Parthenon Frieze 
 

John N Yiannakis OAM,  

Nov. 2019 

 

 

As construction work on the new WA Museum in 

Francis Street nears completion, it is worth noting the 

connection the original WA Museum and Art Gallery 

had with the Parthenon Marbles. It may surprise readers 

to know that a replica of part of the frieze was in the old 

museum. 

The addition of an art gallery, costing approximately 

£10,000, in 1908 to the original James Street Museum 

had as its centre piece, in what was called the Hellenic 

Gallery, facsimiles of the Parthenon frieze. Known as the 

Beaufort Street Building, the edifice served as the Art 

Gallery of Western Australia from 1908 to 1979. The 

entrance from Beaufort Street would take visitors from 

the statue gallery on the ground floor up an impressive 

staircase to the Hellenic Gallery where paintings were 

displayed. High above the paintings, along the length and 

breadth of the gallery, was one of the world’s best quality 

casts of the Parthenon Marbles. (There were also other 

reproductions in the Museum of antique bronzes and 

“valuable specimens of Graeco-Roman pottery”.) 

This space later became the Katta Djinoong Gallery, 

depicting the history and culture of the Indigenous 

peoples of Western Australia, with the classical Greek 

relief still running around the top of the walls. 

The plaster replica was approximately 90 metres long, 

occupying the top of the four walls of the Gallery. The 

cast was a full-sized copy of nearly 60% of the Ionic 

Frieze from the Parthenon in Athens. The Ionic Frieze is 

one of three of the major elements of the art of the 

Parthenon (see previous picture). The original Ionic 

Frieze was highly decorated and coloured.  

The Perth cast was acquired by the Western Australian 

Museum in the first few years of the 1900s and was 

installed in the new gallery by June 1908. It was the show 

piece of the new building, as can be evidenced from 

newspaper reports at the time, including one from The 

West Australian, 24 June 1908, on the opening of the new 

extension to the Museum in which the replica held pride 

of place:  

“... A special feature of the Picture Gallery is a frieze of 

casts of about 300ft, of the famous frieze of the 

Parthenon …”  

The Perth cast of the Parthenon Frieze is not the only cast 

of the Marbles. Along with the original sculpture that 

Lord Elgin arranged to be sent to London were moulds 

of much of the Frieze.  

It was from the Italian firm Brucciani & Co that the 

Committee of the Western Australian Museum and Art 

Gallery acquired the cast of the Parthenon Frieze. 

 There are at least two other such casts in Australia; one 

at the University of Melbourne and the other at the 

Women’s College, University of Sydney.  

 

According to Kevin O’Toole, the Perth frieze is 

important for a few reasons:  

 

1. The cast is itself a work of art.  

2. Given that the original marbles have 

deteriorated to a degree, then the Perth frieze 

captures a moment in time recording detail of the 

original that may now be lost. The Perth cast may 

be an important record of the condition of the 

original art well over a century ago.  

3. The cast provided (and hopefully will do so 

again) an opportunity for visitors to the Perth Art 

Gallery and Museum to examine a physical 

facsimile of the original art; art of major 

international significance.  

 

References:  

“At the Museum”, The West Australian, 9 February 1907. p. 3  

“The New Art Gallery”, The West Australian, 24 June 1908, p. 5.  

“The New Art Gallery”, The Western Mail, 27 June 1908, p 14  

Kevin O’Toole, “The Hellenic Gallery at the Museum of Perth—

Is it a Story of Contested, or of Complementary, Heritage?” In 

RAGWA, Vol 2, Issue 4, June 2007, pp. 1-3.  

Heritage Buildings of the Western Australian Museum, 

http://museum.wa.gov.au/explore/education/perth/heritage-

buildings-western-australian-museum-perth-self-guided 

 

 

http://museum.wa.gov.au/explore/education/perth/heritage-buildings-western-australian-museum-perth-self-guided
http://museum.wa.gov.au/explore/education/perth/heritage-buildings-western-australian-museum-perth-self-guided
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Empire Patrol Tragedy 

75th Anniversary 
By Anita Verne 

On Sunday 4th October 2020 the Castellorizian Association of Western Australia commemorated the devastating loss of 

33 lives when the ship, Empire Patrol, caught fire and sank. The disaster occurred on 29 September 1945 as the ship was 

on route from Port Said to Castellorizo with 497 refugees onboard. The Castellorizians had spent two years in the refugee 

camp in Nuseirat (Gaza) after their island had been bombed. 

After the Memorial Service at Saints Constantine and Helene Church the survivors and their families and friends were 

treated with a beautiful luncheon at the Hall, and an excellent presentation and photographic exhibition by Dr Paul 

Boyatzis. There were over 120 people in attendance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ABOVE: (L to R) President of the Castellorizian Association of Western Australia, James 

Manifis and nine survivors: Katina Asvesti (nee Christodoulou); Maria Koufos (nee Roditis); 

Vangelia Tsagaris (nee Koufos); Irene Tsolakis (nee Simeon); Vangy Mallis (nee Boyatzis); 

Betty Papadopoulos (nee Boyatzis); Despina Koutsoukos (nee Foundas); Despo Tringas (nee 

Koufos); and Dr Paul E. Boyatzis. 

RIGHT: Survivors Nina Sitas (nee Lucas) and Nick Lucas 

  

 
PHOTO: Courtesy of Robi Gerovasilis 

 

 

A Pearl of Remembrance 

My attention was drawn to the 

beautiful pearl pin that Moira 

Doropoulos (nee Georgis) was 

wearing.  

Moira explained that it was her 

grandmother’s, Marou Georgis 

(nee Tsolakis) who was 

awarded the pearl during the 

40th anniversary Memorial 

Service.  

As a gesture to honor senior 

survivors, individual pearls 

were presented to each, as a 

memento of the event. These 

were generously donated by Mr 

MGM Kailis. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Rose Kalaf 

 

OXI DAY 

The Castellorizian Ladies Association (Megisti) of WA were 

invited by the Consul of Greece, Mrs Georgia Karasiotou, to 

attend the wreath laying ceremony for Oxi Day. This event 

was held on Sunday 25th October, 2020 at the War Memorial 

in Kings Park. 
 

Representing the Association was Fay Katris and Rose Kalaf. 

The ceremony was also attended by various Greek associations 

and members of Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

The Castellorizian Ladies Association (Megisti) of W.A. held 

their 51st Annual Christmas Luncheon on Tuesday,  

8th December 2020 at the Waterwall Restaurant, Pagoda 

Resort and Spa in Como. Guests enjoyed a delicious à la carte 

lunch and a wonderful afternoon was had by all. The ladies 

were also honoured by the attendance of The Consul of 

Greece, Mrs Georgia Karasiotou.  
 

A variety of raffle prizes were donated with all money raised 

going towards nominated charities. The committee contributed 

a great amount of time and effort in organising this event and 

they wish to thank all members and generous donors for their 

continued support throughout the year. 
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PRESIDENT       SECRETARY 

Fay Katris       Betty Palioudakis 

9 Bakery Lane       87 Essex St 

East Perth WA 6004      Wembley WA 6014 

afkatris@gmail.com      palios@optusnet.com.au 

 
L to R:    Greek Consul Mrs Georgia Karasiotou;  

Rose Kalaf;  CLA (Megisti) President Fay Katris 

 

 
L to R:    CAWA President Jim Manifis;  Helen Anastasas;  

CLA (Megisti) President Fay Katris;  Rose Kalaf 

 
Committee (L to R): Elaine Palassis, Stacey Doucas, Fay 

Katris, Karen Tsapazi, Rose Kalaf and Betty Palioudakis  

(Absent from photo: Stasha Antonas) 

 
Enjoying the lunch were Melissa Menezes, Karen 

Tsapazi, Vicky Tsapazi and Maureen Harris. 

mailto:afkatris@gmail.com
mailto:palios@optusnet.com.au
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CAZZIE COOKING CLASS 
Journey to the Bottom of the Ocean  

By Pippen Parissis 

 
Ho ho ho it’s that time of the year again! (…written in 

December) Where Greek women get together to celebrate 

the one thing they all love…food!  

On a warm Saturday afternoon in November, over 40 

enthusiastic seafood lovers gathered to watch a kitchen 

maestro at work. Like a band waiting for their conductor 

to give them a cue, the ladies sat patiently and watched as 

the talented and charming Craig Brosnan wielded his 

knife to create his masterpiece.  

With precision and flair, he scraped, sliced and chopped 

the smooth, glistening arms of the octopus. He seasoned 

and sprinkled his magic before jarring the tantalizing 

flavours of this beast from the ocean. On-top of the 

delicate morsels, which were placed at the bottom of 

small jars, the maestro smothered them in a combination 

of olive-oil and homemade red wine vinegar. 

It was then revealed that our MasterChef had other skills. 

He informed us that he had a flourishing market garden 

in his own backyard and he produced his own red wine 

vinegar!  

Immediately after the demonstration, our generous chef 

passed around his mouth-watering pickled octopus for us 

all to sample. The delighted smiles and expressions of 

approval were noticed by all.  

------------------ 

Following the pickled octopus demonstration, the women 

were treated to a sumptuous afternoon tea. Enough food 

to feed a small village in Greece! A variety of homemade 

savouries and sweets were accompanied by a selection of 

teas and coffee, which were enjoyed by all.  

It’s hard to explain to others just how much these classes 

mean to everyone involved. The Cazzie Cooking Classes, 
organised by the extraordinary Helen Anastasas and her 

subcommittee, delight all those who attend. It’s not just 

about the recipes, it’s about friendship, catching up with 

old ones, and making new ones.  

Καλή όρεξη  

 

------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
At the cooking class Christmas wind-up, 

many “thank-yous” are made. Rose Kalaf 

presented Helen Anastasas with a 70th 

birthday gift from the class. 

 

CCC Sub-COMMITTEE: 

Pam Andony, Rose Kalaf, 

Mary Nicholas, Christina 

Kyros, Helen Anastasas, 

Stacey Koroveshi, 

Christine Ventouras, 

Katrina Ventouras, Eva 

Magriplis, Anita Verne-

Filmer.  

Front: 

Barbara Pampacos,  

Nina Pitsikas 

(Abs. Phyllis Samiotis)  
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YOUTH GREEK COOKING CLASS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Saturday, 23 January 2021 the Castellorizian Association of Western Australia (CAWA) trialled the first Greek 

Cooking Class for 18 to 30 years plus. Phyllis Samiotis brilliantly demonstrated a traditional 'Katoumari' to the 

enthusiastic participants. They all followed each step with Phyllis's guidance and made an individual aromatic 

'Katoumari'.  The class was well received with positive feedback.  

 

If you are within this age bracket and would like to register your name for future classes, please email CAWA Secretary 

Margaret-Anne Manifis ma.manifis@gmail.com   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

April School Holiday Greek Cooking Class 
 

During the school holidays in April, 12-18 year olds will be invited to a Greek cooking class. 

Helen Anastasas can be contacted by email hanastasas@yahoo.com.au by parents or 

grandparents to register name/s of children interested in coming along.  

All editions of the Megisti Messenger are available to members, who’ve 

submitted email addresses, to view in COLOUR  

Type into your browser: www.cazziewa.org.au and go to “News” 

mailto:ma.manifis@gmail.com
mailto:hanastasas@yahoo.com.au
http://www.cazziewa.org.au/
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PAST EVENTS 

Family Christmas Dinner  
By Helen Anastasas 

 

Friday 11th December 2020 was a really enjoyable evening with a festive theme including musical entertainment, table 

decorations and a catered 3-course meal. It was attended by 74 people. 

Before the entree was served, Mr Andony Koufos led the Lord's prayer in Greek and Dr Paul Boyatzis in English. The 

President, Jim Manifis, welcomed all present, and spoke of the trials the association had to overcome with COVID-19 

restrictions. He also mentioned the many positive outcomes achieved by the committee with the interior decorating of the 

Castellorizian House during this time. Jim went on to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a happier and healthy 

New Year for 2021.  

 

 

        ABOVE: Despo McDonnell, Nina Pitsikas, Jack Pitsikas, John Yiannakis    
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PHOTOGRAPHS AT CASTELLORIZIAN HOUSE 
 
Have you seen the new art on the walls? These are the work or two photographers, Constantine Nicholas and David 

Quinn. In this edition of Megisti Messenger we profile Constantine Nicholas who talked to us about himself and the series 

of photographs displayed in the main hall of ‘Cazzie House’.  
 

Constantine Nicholas was born in Perth, Western Australia, and currently lives in 

Sydney, New South Wales. His artworks have been exhibited nationally and 

internationally and can be found in many noted collections and institutions across 

Australia and overseas – including the Art Gallery of Western Australia, University of 

WA, Australian National University, Kerry Stokes Collection, and the BHP Billiton. 

Many of his works have been selected for major art prizes.  

 

This limited edition and series of photographs of Kastellorizo is the carefully selected 

finest amongst hundreds taken by the artist on the island over a 7-day period in autumn, 

September 2019. In this series of works, Nicholas re-imagines his “My Kazzy” 

experience, a distant memory of his first trip to Kastellorizo in 1981.  

 

Back then, as an avid photographer, he was keen to capture the 

unique view of the Kastellorizian sunrise, over the Turkish 

coastline, from various vantage points. One of these images is 

shown at right. 
 

Now versed with a creative perspective of composition and 

light, developed over some 30 years, Nicholas takes us on a 

journey into the light, colour, memory, and a sense of place of 

his ancestors - that Kazzy experience which many 

Kastellorizian Australians, and many others, yearn for and 

revisit in their dreams. 

 

Available for Sale 

This limited edition series of photographs is signed and 

copyrighted by the artist. The titles available for purchase are: 

1. My Kazzy (Tricycle) 

2. My Kazzy (Castle at night) 

3. My Kazzy (Mosque) 

4. My Kazzy (Village view) 

5. My Kazzy (Red castle) 
 

Further enquiries may be made through Desiree Gelavis, or through the artist directly: 

Con Nicholas: Mobile +61 428 909 852  con.nicholas@gmail.com   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WERE YOU THERE? 

 
This photograph, supplied by Elaine Palassis, showed the 

actors in one of the skits in the HYA Revue, in 1973. 

Elaine says “It was such a blast doing that show.” 

 

Perhaps you saw it?  

Perhaps you can name the “unknown” people. 

 

Back (L to R): Van Panotidis, Victor Kailis, unknown, 

Peter Viska 

Front (L to R): Elaine Palassis, Maria Papal, Andritso 

unknown, Kay Atzemis Kouny (who lives in Sydney) 

 

 

mailto:con.nicholas@gmail.com
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Dr Stan’ Mediterranean Corner  
 

Island of Rhodes (Greece) 

Rhodes, the largest of the Dodecanese islands, and their ruling 

centre, with its central location in the Aegean Sea, has been 

pivotal for maritime trade throughout the Mediterranean basin. 

Settlers and invaders: Over time, through battle and/or 

cooperation significant players have influenced and shaped the 

island’s people and activities. These include: Neolithians, 

Carians; Phoenicians; Minoans; Mycenaeans; Achaeans from 

mainland Greece; Dorians; Persians, Macedonians – Alexander 

the Great; Egyptians; Romans and Greeks; Persians; Saracens; 

Seljuks; Crusaders; Venetians; Byzantines; Genoese; Turks; 

Knights of St John; Ottomans – Suleiman the Magnificent; pre-

WWII Italians; Germans; British then Greeks. Rhodes also had 

a sizeable Jewish community. Over the centuries Rhodes Island 

has been essentially Greek and Greek Orthodox Christians. 

Italian occupation and beyond: With the decline of the 

Ottomans, in 1912, Italians were granted Rhodes and the other 

Dodecanese islands through the Treaty of Ouchy, that became 

official in 1923 through the Treaty of Lausanne. During the 

occupation they paved roads, constructed civil buildings, 

undertook archaeological investigations, removed Ottoman 

architectural features and rebuilt these to their original state. 

Rhodes was ruled by the Kingdom of Italy from 1912 to 1943 

and the Italian Social Republic (under German occupation) 

from 1943 to 1945; they remained under formal Italian 

possession (under British occupation) until they were 

relinquished to Greece in 1947. 

The past: Evidence of previous inhabitants of Rhodes range 

from: Neolithic stone age shelters; the Dorian towns of Ialysos 

(modern Trianda), Kamiros and Lindos; archaeological sites 

from the Hellenic period; churches and protective walls by the 

Byzantines; medieval castles and walls by the Knights of St 

John; and minarets of the Ottomans. The present day medieval 

city is of mixed architecture with commercial, residential, 

tourist and recreational attractions. The three windmills, part of 

the old harbour, that ground grain into flour, are a majestic 

symbol of past technology where many of this type of structure 

was scattered around the windy coastline of Rhodes.  

What is missing is the Colossus of Rhodes a 33-metre-high 

bronze statue of the sun god Helios that spanned the entrance 

of the old Rhodes city harbour and recognised as one of the 

seven wonders of the ancient world. It collapsed during an 

earthquake around 228 BC. 

In 297 AD Rhodes became part of the Byzantine Empire. The 

Byzantines established protective walls around Rhodes town. 

Their period lasted on and off for almost 1,000 years during 

which time it became an important military base and trading 

post between Constantinople and Alexandria. Around 600 AD 

Rhodians developed significant maritime laws. 

The Knights ruled Rhodes from 1309 AD for around 200 

years where through their efforts Rhodians became strongly  

 

Christian. Eventually the, Knights were overcome by the 

Ottomans under the leadership of Suleiman the Magnificent. 

Knights that survived fled to Malta where they regrouped as the 

Knights of Malta. The Ottomans, from 1522AD ruled for four 

centuries, retaining some the medieval character of Rhodes 

with added Islamic monuments. In this period Greeks were 

expelled from the walled city to fringe areas. Churches were 

replaced with mosques and bath houses and the architecture 

was changed to incorporate Islamic design. 

Natural resources and food: Although Rhodes had contact 

with other centres in the Mediterranean from which food, 

supplies and materials came, the island was still very 

productive as it is today. Currently fishing, farming, and 

horticulture under the influence of its Mediterranean climate 

are practised servicing the 100,000 or so Rhodian population. 

The island is topographically hilly and mountainous with arable 

land on the hillsides and valleys. Wood, from cypress pine and 

other conifers, for building and fuel is available and olives and 

grapes are grown on hillsides, with fruit, vegetables, grain such 

as wheat and other cereals on more level sites. Goats and sheep 

provide meat and milk for yoghurt and cheeses together with 

poultry integrated into these farming activities. 

Wines: Rhodians have produced and exported wine since 

ancient times continuing into the period of occupation by the 

Knights of St John and beyond. Mount Attavyros with its 

undulating, slopes and foothills, accommodates many of 

Rhodes vineyards. During Ottoman occupation wine 

production declined. However, viticulture and winemaking 

increased in importance following Italian occupation and 

continues today. Local Rhodian wines from the native Aegean 

cultivars Athiri, Moschato Aspro and Mandilaria (Amorgiano) 

grapes include Whites, Reds and Rose. When young, some of 

these wines are high in tannins, rich in colour and high in 

acidity. Sweet wines are produced from two different local 

clones of Muscat grapes. 

Olives: Rhodes has two types of olive trees, Koroneiki and 

Ladolia. Small olive groves are scattered around the island at 

sites such as the Village of Maritsa, the area of Kalamonas and 

Theologos Beach. Extra virgin Rhodian olive oil, when freshly 

prepared from Koroneiki olives, is a distinctly green in colour, 

with sweet aromatic flavours and aroma, fading to a golden 

yellow with age. Ladolia olives are processed with salt mainly 

for eating, as is, or included in hot collations and Greek salads. 

The dark brown, wrinkled end product is slightly sweet, salty 

with a unique olive taste. 

Rhodian gastronomy: Rhodes cuisine is enjoyed by locals and 

tourists alike. The island’s dishes have been shaped through 

centuries of eastern and western conquests and invaders. 

Neighbouring lands such as Asia Minor, Africa and Europe 

have also influenced eating patterns. Rhodian gastronomy has 

rich flavours. Basic ingredients include grains and pulses; 

mountain greens and herbs, olives and olive oil. Meats include 

lamb, goat and poultry while seafood include pan-fried fish and 

octopus. Goat, oven baked with rice and tomato puree in a 

ceramic pot, is a popular Easter dish. Other popular held dishes 

are fish soup with vegetables, stuffed tomatoes, capsicums, 

onions and grape vine leaves. Desserts are prepared from whole 

or ground cereals, olive oil, nuts, fresh or dried fruits, flavoured 

with honey and herbs. 

References: contact stan.kailis@y7mail.com  

mailto:stan.kailis@y7mail.com
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OUR RESOURCE CENTRE - BOOK PROFILE 
 

Profiled by Lefki Kailis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Zeny Giles (Zenovia Doratis) was born in Sydney in 

1937.  She is the daughter of a Cypriot father and a 

Castellorizian mother.  She has published short stories, novels 

and poetry collections and has written performed plays.  She 

employs all these creative written forms in the above trilogy. 
 

To all extents and purposes, this saga seems like a family 

history.  The ‘real’ photos, the ‘specific’ dates, the ‘actual’ 

places and the ‘family tree’ all give these works an authentic 

quality.  It feels as if ‘only the names have been changed to 

protect the innocent’ – but on the verso of the title page of each 

book a caveat most definitely reads “… is a work of fiction. 

Any similarity between the characters …and real people, living 

or dead, is coincidental’.  It’s cleverly done. 
 

I remember there was great discussion about Drusilla 

Modjeska’s novel Poppy in the early 1990s when she melded 

fact and fiction to explore her mother’s descent into mental 

illness.  Giles has used a genuine wedding photo and her 

exploration of the social, cultural and political happenings over 

the past century to launch herself into a creative imagining of 

the world of her maternal ancestors on their native island 

Kastellorizo, the family’s migration to Australia and the 

resulting next generation. 
 

The voice of Sophia, a daughter of the migrants dominates.  The 

journey begins for her when she decides to go to Castellorizo 

to understand the origin of her forebears. 
 

The first novel Wedding Dance constructs the life of Sophia’s 

mother, aunties and grandfather in Australia in the 1930s, 40s 

and 50s imagining how they might have adapted to a different 

language and to foreign customs.  What would the struggle to 

survive have felt like, looked like?  What would the 

intercultural clashes have been? How would a family like hers 

have negotiated the denigration of foreigners in this Anglo-

centric country? Giles’ characters have body and soul, they 

have relationships and they ooze their Greekness.   
 

The complexities of adaptation are faced through dialogue 

battles - sibling with sibling, children with parents and nieces 

with aunties.  Sometimes this dialogue is set as in a play, 

sometimes as a flashback.  Now and then a biographical sketch 

is slipped in and on occasion the spirits are summoned to make 

their case.  There are characters like Theia Marigho who is 

adamant about keeping the traditional ways, then the younger 

ones like Sophia’s mother Katina who are expanding their ideas 

in keeping with their new environment. Giles uses multiple 

literary devices to build her characters.  
 

She picks up sayings and stories that must have circulated in 

her own family.  For me there were deep stirrings when she 

refers to and tells a story of Astradihodja!  I’d heard this name! 

I knew this name! I associated this name with stories from my 

mother!  Not quite - embedded for me was Nasreddin Hodja.  It 

sent me scurrying to my mother’s book collection – down and 

down I went wracking my brain for reasons to have that name 

in my psyche!  And there it was at the bottom of her box – 

Nasreddin Hodja: jokes, stories, comics with coloured pictures.  

How astonishing? And I recall now she bought this collection 

when we were in Turkey together in 1994!  But the stories, yes! 

Those stories – sometimes the Hodja is a guru, sometimes he 

plays the ‘lipso’ (the fool) sometimes he is an Aesop, but 

always with humour.  He was born around 1208.  Here’s an 

example – 

Hodja is in a local park with his students holding an 

important canonical book under his arm.  A woman 

with a crying baby approaches the group and says –  

“Hodja, please recite to my child, it never sleeps?” 

Hodja hands her the book and says –  

“Lady, read this book to your baby when you want it to 

sleep.” 

“Really?” she replies, “Are you sure it will work?” 

“Yes, Madame.  Every time I read a chapter to my 

students, I can assure you they are sound asleep by the 

end of the reading!” 
 

This has been a reawakening for me ‘teaching and wisdom 

through humour’. 
  

As well as tales and adages Giles weaves wedding, christening 

and funeral customs into the narrative.  The preparation of food 

is described, (including recipes of avgolemono, yiaprakia) and 

Greek language is a natural part of expression for the 

characters. Proikosymphono, kaimaki, vaftistiko – all those and 

many other words and phrases are embedded in the text, then 

listed, written in Greek with an English definition in the 

Glossary at the back of the book.   
 

Fortunately, in Daughters of Castellorizo there is a family tree 

to help the reader keep the growing number of nieces, nephews 

and cousins’ relationships in their rightful place. In this book 

when Sophia is on the Island she encounters her grandmother 

Evangelia who died in 1919 of the Spanish flu.   

 

   

 

 

Giles, Zeny (2009) Wedding Dance 

Dangar, NSW, Koel Koel. 

 

Giles, Zeny (2013) Daughters of 

Kastellorizo    

Dangar, NSW, Koel Koel. 

 

Giles, Zeny (2018) Her Mother 

Tongue  

Lambton, NSW, Koel Koel. 
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BOOK PROFILE cont.  
It was after Evangelia died that the family decided to migrate 

to Australia – there was nothing left for them on the Island.  The 

spirit of Evangelia tells her granddaughter the details of her 

early life on Castellorizo in late 1800s early 1900s. 
 

Giles incorporates history.  For example, the Turkish 

confiscation of Greek sailing boats in 1912 and real historical 

events including the true story of Mikhali Petridis who ‘Has 

been charged with taking a special letter from the Island to 

Prime Minister Venizelos asking for Greece to intervene and 

help’.  This is referring to Castellorizo’s passionate desire to be 

joined with mainland Greece.  In 1917 the Island people set off 

up the mountain because the French ‘have pulled us into their 

war’ they claimed.  ‘Epese Katara’ (a curse has fallen upon us) 

one of the characters laments. 
 

In Her Mother Tongue the setting returns to Australia now 

focusing on the children of the migrants.  As we expect and 

know this generation have adopted Australian mores and 

lifestyle.  They are educated, marrying, separating, divorcing.  

The older generation are settled as Greek Australians now 

financially secure.  The descendants have morphed into 

Australians with a Greek Heritage. 

 
After finishing the linked narratives, the reader will have a great 

sense of familiarity and attachment to the characters and 

situations.  The different generations are authentic in their 

historical setting with Cazzie cultural practices faithfully 

portrayed.  Zeny has woven so many threads here to engage us 

in a story that touches us and reflects our own personal stories. 
 

These three books are available for loan from the Cazzie House 

Library 
 

Lefki Kailis 

Custodian of the Resource Collection 

                                   ************** 

As of Sept. 2020, the only books available for purchase are 
Wedding Dance and Her Mother Tongue. These two books 
don’t depend on Daughters of Castellorizo as that book goes 
back to the pre-migration days. 
Cost is $25 for one and $30 for two which includes postage 
and packaging. 
If you are interested in purchasing copies of these books, 
please conact Zeny at:  zenygiles@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

WRITER’S PODIUM 
Paul Penklis (1934-2020) 
 

Paul Penklis was a Western Australian identity, well known for his theatre performances through Play Lovers of Floreat and his 

appearances on television.  You can see his animated presentation of Mulga Bill’s Bicycle on Bert Newton’s show New Faces.   

Search Paul Penklis, New Faces, Bert Newton 1982.  

In the Cazzie and Greek community he was known for his wry sense of humour.  He was quick in rebuttal. You had to be ready  

and prepared for it if you were on the receiving end! 

Paul was a keen amateur photographer. His passion was nature and the environment and he never missed an opportunity to be out with 

his numerous specialist cameras. He will be remembered as a warm and personable character. 

The poem below is as relevant today as it was when Paul wrote it in the 1980s.  

 

Dear God 
 

My country’s burning up and so am I 

If rain doesn’t show I think I shall die 

Let the water fall from a clouded sky 

And fill our weirs ‘cause they’re bloody dry. 
 

Moisten our gardens with falling rain 

Overflow the gutters and flourish the drains 
 

Moisten our trees with a heavy dew 

Don’t send a little breeze with a note 

‘Hey you, don’t call me I’ll call you”. 
 

If you don’t take heed 

I will blow my brain 

‘I will make rain by seed 

And never speak to you again! 

 

Paul Penklis  (1982) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:zenygiles@gmail.com
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WRITER’S PODIUM 
 

Anthony Kakulas 

 
I am Bart Kakulas's son Anthony and a Poet. Writing poems comes easily to me. I realised at school that I had a gift with 

words.  I’ve developed into a BEAT Poet specifically writing ‘stream of consciousness’ poems that take more time to edit 

than write.  I live in Melbourne but have many family connections in Perth. 

 

I wrote the poem about my Nana Panagiota Palassis. Nana was a gentle soul and I missed her presence in my life when she 

got sick and touching her hand was the best I could do to connect with her. 

 

 

Nana 
 

Frail beneath the linen 

she is 

wedged between life 

and mystery. 

Inside her cocoon 

Silently, still 

lives -My saviour 

         -My life 

All I am was sewn 

by her. 

 

 

Her heart is fuller 

than an orchard 

behind her veil 

of silence 

pinned by endless  

strokes. 

She part smiles  

beyond pain and palsy, 

talks through 

tortured lips. 

I hear her when 

our hands unite 

breaking the silence. 

A chatter of hearts. 

A connection of wills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

INVOKING THE MUSE IN YOU            
WRITER’S PODIUM 

 

 

 

Poets, songwriters, storytellers, novelists and playwrights! 

The podium is accepting of all subjects and writing forms that will be of interest to our membership.  The piece 

can be an excerpt of a longer work but for this purpose (Megisti Messenger) it may not exceed two A4 pages of 

12 point Times New Roman. The Podium committee will review all contributions before publication and have 

permission to correct spelling and grammar if necessary. 

Please send your contributions to:    Lefki Kailis        lkailis@yahoo.com            Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lkailis@yahoo.com
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TO “C” OR NOT TO “C” – THAT IS THE QUESTION 
 

By Anita Verne 
 

 

A complex question was recently raised at the annual 

general meeting of the Castellorizian Association of WA. 

Should we research the possible name change of our 

association, taking it from “Castellorizian” to 

“Kastellorizian”? Prof. Stan Kailis offered the members 

an opportunity to investigate the legal, financial and 

social implications of such a change.  

In his quest for the right spelling for our little “big island” 

in the Mediterranean after which our association is 

named, Allan Cresswell observed that books written in 

English used a variety of spellings. They included 

Kastelorizo, Kastellorizo, Kastellorizon, Castelrosso, 

Castellorizo and Castelorizo, and also Megiste or 

Megisti.1 

A wonderful and detailed piece of research is presented 

by Nicholas Pappas in Filia (2015) in which he takes the 

reader on a journey through the past name changes of the 

island. It is well worth a read. He notes that names which 

bear no connection to an original Greek form, are 

commonly ‘Hellenised’ when they appear in the English 

language, such as ‘Megisti’. 

 

Pappas found that one of the earliest records of a new 

name for the island was from the times of the third 

crusade (12th Century) where Roger de Hoveden referred 

to it as “Castellum-Ruge”. 2 

For the AGM, the question was not about the island’s 

name, but rather, the name of the Castellorizian 

Association which was formed and registered in 1912. It 

was the first regional Hellenic fraternity to be formed 

anywhere in Australia. 3 

 A series of speakers at the AGM revealed their 

attachment to the current spelling of the name and the 

decision was made not to undertake research into a 

change. 

REFERENCES 
1. Cresswell, A., In Search of My Cazzie Heritage – A Brief 

Overview of Castellorizo  Retrieved 19 October 2020 

from http://www.castellorizo.org/histories/cassie3.htm 

2. Pappas, Nicholas, Filia Winter South/Summer North, 

(Australian) Friends of Kastellorizo 2015 Vol. 2  

3. Penni Pappas, 10 May 2012  “100 years of Castellorizians 

in the West” Neos Cosmos Retrieved 19 October 2020 

from https://neoskosmos.com/en/11789/100-years-of-

cazzies-in-wa     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emails Please 
Members - Make sure you have sent your 

EMAIL ADDRESS to the secretary  
Margaret-Anne Manifis (ma.manifis@gmail.com )  

or the  
 

Cazzie Association (cazziewa@outlook.com)  

 

Ensure your phone numbers and address changes 

have been sent in so we can contact you. 

 
The Castellorizian Association would like to give a big thank you to the owners of the 
gift shop ANTEDOTE LIVING, Anthea Kannis Pitsikas and Dot Eftos, for their support 

since 2016 in selling our recipe book “From Our Greek Kitchen to Yours”. 

                  Antedote Living               

CONGRATULATIONS ! 
 

Last year, in September, Angela Gelavis (nee 
Boyatzis) was awarded the “WA Pharmacist of the 
Year (2020)”. The award recognised her high 
standards, professionalism and commitment to 
pharmacy, particularly in the areas of sleep 
management and health care.  
Congratulations, Angela.  

 

109th Birthday - News from NSW 
 

I received a call from Rose Kalaf, just before going to 
print, to say that her Godmother, Eleni Confos (nee 
Galettis) celebrated her 109th birthday on 30th January 
2021.  Eleni is the oldest Greek in Australia, and the 
oldest known Castellorizian. Congratulations, Eleni! 

 

http://www.castellorizo.org/histories/cassie3.htm
https://neoskosmos.com/en/11789/100-years-of-cazzies-in-wa
https://neoskosmos.com/en/11789/100-years-of-cazzies-in-wa
mailto:ma.manifis@gmail.com
mailto:cazziewa@outlook.com
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DONATIONS THANK YOU 
 

IN MEMORIAM: From September 2020 to January 2021 

We remember with love the family and friends we have had in our lives. We look forward to planning a beautiful Memorial Garden 

in the future to remember them.  
 

DATE  DONORS IN MEMORY OF: 

From September 2020   

 Greg and Stacey Doucas Barry Filmer 

 Jessie and Anthony Zempilas Bartley Kakulas 

 Nellie Kakulas Chris Drimatis 

 Jessie and Anthony Zempilas Rose Michael 

 Nellie Kakulas Rose Michael 

 Dr Ken Michael Rose Michael 

 Prof. Con Michael Rose Michael 

 Connie Sarinas Eva Christopher 

 Nellie Kakulas Eva Christopher 

January 2021 Nick and Mary Nicholas  Stephen Kikiros 

   
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
 

DATE DONORS 

October 2020 An anonymous donation of $300 

October 2020 Castellorizian Ladies Association (Megisti) donation of $600 

 

SPONSORSHIP OF TABLES 
 

We still have three tables available for sponsorship. You have a choice of round cocktail table or square café table. See 

boxed information below. 
 

THANK YOU 
 

The Castellorizian Association of Western Australia would like to thank those individuals, families and groups who have 

donated funds towards the sponsorship of new tables in Castellorizian House. Members will benefit from your generosity. 

The tables will have a small plaque with your name on it. 

 

Anthony and Jessie Zempilas and Family 

Antonios and Maria Koufos and Family 

Con and Eva Magriplis and Family 

Gary and Betty Papadopoulos and Family 

Hellenes Bridge Club 

James Con and Anna Manifis and Family 

Michael Con and Faye Manifis and Family 

Steve Savas Filmer and Anita Verne Filmer 

David & Margaret-Anne Quinn (nee Manifis) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Families of the Association have the opportunity to secure sponsorship of one of the new tables. 

For $200 you can have a small plaque on the table engraved with your family’s name. For 

example:  

 
 

Please contact Con Magriplis to register your offer of sponsorship and bank details:- 

Con’s mobile is 0417 179 825 

 
 

Sponsored by Jim Manifis and family 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
Get to know your new Committee Members  

 

 

TONY KOSTARELAS 

Tony is the eldest son of Stavro and Dimitroula Kostarelas 

(dec). His parents hail from Kastoria, Greece. 

Tony is married to Merrill, eldest daughter of John Komninos 

and Evelyn Kannis (dec). Tony and Merrill have three children 

and seven grandchildren. He has recently retired after 40 years 

in the dairy industry in a successful partnership with Michael 

George Malaxos.  

His only sister, Gloria is married to Angelo Lucas Tsapazi and 

Angelo's strong passion for the island, (for many years) has been 

a constant conversation in the Kostarelas household. Tony's 

sister-in-law Despina Tanner presently resides there.  

Now with time on his side, he is looking forward to serving the 

Association with which he has such strong ties and affiliation. 

 

 

MICHAEL KAKULAS 

Michael is the son of Nick and Anastasia (nee Pitsonis) 

Kakulas. His paternal grandparents arrived in Australia from 

Kastellorizo separately in 1918 as young children, while his 

mother and her parents arrived from Kastellorizo in the 1960s.  

With his wife Amanda also having Kastellorizian heritage, he is 

keen to see their Greek and Kastellorizian history and culture 

passed on to their three children.  

Michael has visited Greece and Kastellorizo many times as a 

child, adult and parent, including a three month stay in Greece 

in 2018 with his children, who have already established a strong 

connection to the homeland.  

Michael is an accomplished bridge engineer having designed 

many bridges around Perth and throughout WA over the last 25 

years. 

His other keen interest includes cooking and baking, especially 

traditional Greek and Kazzie sweets. If engineering didn’t 

work out, he may have opened a Greek restaurant! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Castellorizian Association is supported by 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEFT:       WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS 

The secretary of the Castellorizian Association, 

Margaret-Anne Manifis, had a very special day 

last year on 13th September when she married 

David Quinn. 

This photo was taken at the Western Australian 

Golf Club in Yokine, where the happy couple 

celebrated their wedding with 120 close  

family and friends. 

 

In the next edition of Megisti Messenger we will “get 

to know” our new Trustee, Christina Kyros. 

Oops – Late? 
 

MEMBERSHIPS SUBSCRIPTIONS 
(2020/21) were due on 1st July 2020. . 

For queries please contact Treasurer Steve Filmer on 

0418907101, or email cazziewa@outlook.com 
 

BANK DETAILS     Commonwealth Bank of Aust. 

 

Account Name:         Castellorizian Association of WA 

 

BSB:             066 129   

Account:            008 002 17 
 

BANK REFERENCE: 

It is important that you use your m/ship CODE, 

or NAME with middle initial. 

mailto:cazziewa@outlook.com
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Sub Committee Members 

Cazzie Cooking Class 

Helen Anastasas (Chairperson) 

Pam Andony 

Rose Kalaf 

Stacey Koroveshi 

Christina Kyros 

Eva Magriplis 

Mary Nicholas 

Barbara Pampacos 

Nina Pitsikas 

Phyllis Samiotis 

Christine Ventouras 

Katrina Ventouras 

Anita Verne-Filmer 

Culture and Heritage 

Stephanie Meagher (Chairperson) 

Lefki Kailis 

Prof. Stan Kailis 

Anita Verne-Filmer 

Allan Cresswell 

 

Dr. John Yiannakis (Consultant) 

 

Youth Greek Cooking Class 

Helen Anastasas 

Eva Magriplis 

Margaret-Anne Manifis-Quinn 

Theona Mitaros 

Membership 

Kevin Kannis 

Tony Kostarelas 

Steve Filmer 

Property and Maintenance 

John Kotzas 

Con Magriplis 

John Kannis 

Steve Filmer 

George Koutlis 

 

Renovations 

Michael Kakulas (Chairperson) 

Desiree Gelavis 

John Kannis 

Jim Manifis 

Stephanie Meagher 

Anita Verne-Filmer 

 
 

    CASTELLORIZIAN HOUSE – A GREAT VENUE 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  
 

Contact Voula Terzoudi on 0452504790 after 4pm 

or email para.con@hotmail.com  

to discuss your needs and terms. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tai Chi Classes 
Thursday evenings 

Castellorizo House  

Ring 0434 404 340 

Improve your strength, balance and 

adaptability 
www.heavenmanearthperth.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING YOUR COMMITTEE 
 

Jim Manifis (President):  0433 165 601 

Helen Anastasas:   0421 644 163   

Margaret-Anne Manifis:  0419 831 434 

Steve (Sava) Filmer:  0418 907 101 

Voula Terzoudi: 0452 504 790  

Hall Hire    (on week days after 4pm) 

http://www.heavenmanearthperth.com.au/
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Need A Skip Bin? 

Call Perth Bin Hire – 9378 4411 

2m3  3m3  4m3  6m3  8m3  10m3 skip bins 

Easy Wheelbarrow access 

WA Owned & Operated 

www.perthbinhire.com.au 

 

ADVERTISING SPACE 

AVAILABLE 
 

Contact the Editor 

Anita Verne 0407 922 783 

Thanks to Larry & John for all our drycleaning needs at Castellorizian House. 
Please support them as they support us. 

 

BBQ needed 
 

Upgrading your BBQ? – the Association would 

like your second-hand one, for Apokries, if it is 

in working order.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact the President 

Jim Manifis 0433 165 601 

 


